Railway AdministratiM
called round-tour tickets at attractive rates amounting- to
If ordinary third class fares covering specified routes to
attract traffic. These tickets have become very popular
since they are much cheaper and the option of breaking
journey is left to the discretion of the passenger. More
than anything else, the life of the ticket is very Ions nVr.
3 months. The instruction on the ticket to the checking
staff is that they should initial in the blank space provided
and date it. At stations where the passenger breaks his
journey the station master or the official concerned has got
to make an entry there. These rules are observed in the
breach. Of course, there does not seem to be much misuse
of these privileged tickets necessitating extra caution. It
is only mentioned to show how dilatory and unbusinesslike
the crew could be.
BRANCH LINES.
Branch, line policy has in recent years assumed a great
deal of importance, more on account of the unremunera-
tiveness of many of them. By its very nature, the policy
to be pursued in the matter of administering such a line
should differ from that followed in the case of main lines.
A branch line, as would be evident even to the uninitiated
in transport economics, cannot but expect to have light
traffic and to earn considerably less than the main line.
Usually a new line is laid connecting up with a branch line
so as to tap the resources of the area served and to draw
traffic therefrom. In this connection there seems to be a
fallacious sort of reasoning that must be put down. It is
commonly said that such lines should be constructed in
poor agricultural areas because, as they are cheaply built
and need less capital expenditure, they could charge rates
on a cheaper basis and thus give the district the benefit of
an adequate service. On the other hand, the very fact that
some artificial stimulus is needed for the construction of
thite line implies that the traffic can only be expected to be
light and that the incidence of this capital charge, compared
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